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Saint Dominic School Reopening
2020-2021 Frequently Asked Questions
Why is SDS opening for in-person instruction when some
public schools are not?
We are blessed to have a facility that allows for socially distancing the
students. In addition, we have developed, with the collaboration of
community stakeholders, a plan to reopen the school in the fall that includes
necessary limitations to protect the health and safety of our students and
staff.

Although SDS is opening for in-person instruction, I have
chosen for my child to learn virtually. Why can’t I choose
when my child can return to in-person learning?
The decision to allow only a year-to-year decision for change in method of
learning was made after seeking the advice and input of public and nonpublic
principals, teachers, and stakeholders. However, this is not the time for any
administrator to demonstrate an unwillingness to re-think and change a
decision. Based on the possibility of change in the health pandemic, SDS
students WILL be able to pivot in their learning method and return to school
for in-person education on Monday, Jan. 4, 2021.

Why were gaiter masks purchased for the students?
The two-ply, washable gaiter masks, also used by many fire departments and
police departments across the state, were selected carefully and with
forethought. They are comfortable and easy for a child to pull down in order
to eat lunch. The gaiters are expensive; however, we wanted each child to

receive a complementary gaiter to begin the new school year with.
On the first day of school, each student must arrive wearing a
mask. School gaiters will be distributed in the classrooms. The students will
put the gaiters in their book bags.
Recently, a published study created concern regarding gaiter usage. It is
unclear which type of gaiters were used for the study. It is very possible that
the gaiters used were the thin sports-gaiters that have been used for years to
deflect dirt when running, four-wheeling, etc. Gaiters used for sports are very
different than those the school purchased.
Regardless, you may send your child to school wearing a mask from home.
Please be aware that the child cannot wear a face shield instead of a mask. In
addition, if a child arrives with a mask that is deemed inappropriate, the child
will be asked to remove the mask and put it in his/her backpack. The child
will be given a disposable mask.

If my child must quarantine, can he/she attend virtual
classes?
Yes. The nurse must be contacted (as for any absence) and the teacher will be
notified of the dates the student must quarantine.

How will the school be sanitized?
Based on the recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), in order to reduce the risk of transmission and infection,
effective cleaning and disinfecting of frequently touched surfaces will take
place at least once a day.
Custodial staff will be supplied with the proper PPE equipment. Disposable
cleaning items and EPA approved disinfectants against COVID-19 will be
used. The staff will be instructed on how to apply the disinfectants. Checklists
will be provided to ensure procedures and steps are followed. Three sanitizing
misting machines have been purchased and will be used after school hours
using safe and effective products. Hand sanitizer will be available in each
classroom and throughout the building.

Will the students have recess?
Recess will allow students time to run, walk, play, and relax. The students will
be outside whenever weather permits.

Will before and after care be offered?
Before care and after care will be held in the Community Room. More
information can be found in the Saint Dominic School Re-Entry plan.

Can my child bring their lunch?
Yes. Students may bring lunch or purchase lunch.

I have additional questions. Where can I find answers?

Many answers to your questions and concerns can be found in the Saint
Dominic School Re-Entry document on the school website. In addition, feel
free to call or email Mrs. Tonkovich or Mrs. Tiernan.
Mrs. Tonkovich
732.840-1412 x226
etonkovich@stdomschool.org
Mrs. Tiernan
732.840.1412 x230
mtiernan@stdomschool.org

